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' ill boo.Its with Or1g:1nal Covere and 1n Perfect Order. 
Ceah with Order pl118 Postage. (As these Boo.lta ue so 
cheap dan't for811t poat1.&9). B'o Dllplioatea .. •• 
42 S. O.L'a. featuring St.h'an.lta. • • . • • • • 6d ea 
100 Modem Boy, between 1929-40 ; - • • . • 3d per copy 
46 Greyfriara Heralds 1919-20, bwtn 2-74 • • 2/- ea 

'12 Young Britain 1919-20, between 7-52.. . . ii.- ea 
12 !rhe Jlarv'8l 1914-22 • • • • • • • • • • • • ii- ea 
100 Sextan Blalte Lib. 3d Ser. between 20-200. . 6d ea 
50 Cb111111 1921-22, consec11t1ve copies • • 3d ea 
24 Det.Weeltly 19'"• B'oa. 39-63. C<maeo11tive l/- ea 
19 Unian Jae.It 1894-1900, id 1aaaea .. • • ii- ea 
44 Sports Badgeta 1934/),935. • • • • • • 6d ea 
50 llel8G11 :r.e Lib. 1928/33 . . • • • • • • 4d ea 
25 !rhe Triwa:ph 1931 . • • • • 4d ea 
30 BoNr Chupian 1947.. • • 2d ea 
11 Sohoolgirle lee.ltl,y 19'6/7 • • • • 1/..-ea 
ll :Po~b&ll. a: Sports Libs. 19'8. 6d ea 
20 Unicm Jae.It 1922-3' • • • • . • • • J/- ea 
,0 lisard, Hotspar, l!an&er, l93CV44. 6d ea 
50 Boys Own Paper, all pre-1900. • • • • 2d ea 
Abollt 40 Victorian Boye Books , pre-1900 . 2d ea 
20 PeJm,J Poplllars 1912-1927. • • • • • • 2/ - ea 
28 Amr1oan Comics, pre-1900 • • • • • • ii- ea 
50 Jfl>dem Wonders , pre-1940. • • • • • • 2d ea 

_ 40 B'ew Iol'lmr U.S.A . :Magazine 1949/50 • • 3d ea 
-5 o-118'o~1Dt -i 93.6-l94-- • • • • • • a~ 

40 Blight, lu-tim lfaguiDII • • 3d ea 
15 Boye Oirn Paper 1946. • • • • • 3d ea 
40 tide lorld lfaguine 1946-50. . 6d ea 
GBIIS IAll'l!BD: B'os. 993, 1006T7-8-9-10-ll-12; 1014-37 , 
3/- each ottered. 1300-1, 1322-23, 1329, 1399 , 1400, 
1401, 1449, 1450, 1462, 2/- each Offel.'ed . Thia will 
oomplAtte ., set. · 42 copies anJ.1 wanted • • 
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Herbart X-11:enby, Telaphona J:xoheas-, 
c/o Cantrel Re«i•t%7, Horthern C~nd, Yon:. 

FRCI! THE U)l'l'(Jl.'S CIIAIR 

Another Veteran PeHN. With deep regret I h8V8 to report, 
somewhat belatedly, the death after a long end painful ill.neae 
of Hemy Steele, of 204 ~ Street, '7eeldstone, Herrow. 
He died aa long ago ,.. Februs:ey llih, 'tnit I only beard of it 
juat after the June number 11'88 iseued. He wH probably the 
second oldest member of our circle, being I believe in bi.a 
mid-seventies. 

Mel:'¥ of \18 will hsYe pleasant memor:lea of thoee long 
leUerLOf _hi.a wcl tt- nth auoh bQJllh.~1111111 deecribiJIB 
in great detail the taYOIU'ite papen ot hie T<Nth. He ..,,,.. 
pertic:w.erly interested in the jOIIZ'llllla ot CherlN Fax ,.n4 
E. J. Brett. InverlE>blT he w<Nld breek into vane, en4 
p eete alongside his 1Q1.ting picture. appropriate to tba 
occeeion. 

Some ,.eere ego he spent eeverel da;ya with me in Yorlc:. 
We had some gren4 tlll.b en'1 ftllca tegether. Bil> partioular)y 
enjoTed e tour ot plecee eseociated with Dick TUrpin. I 

Hen17 Steele wee e tTpicel aumple of whet uaed to be 
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t ermed "e fine old English gentlelll8Il" J ldndq, though tful, 

o=t.eo ua, one of the lsat of the Victoriane. He bN 
puaed ·uu,o the 1Jnlcnown to join oth er members of our 
f'raterni ty. I wonder if they eve r ge .tber together in aome 

little Velbelle of their own. 
: : : ' 

Luclq Girl. Edna Jlenyn , shining light of th e llioraey

aid e Club, ie on holiday in Cenede. There 1a a poaeibili 

that ahe J1JB.Y be celling on thet gree t fellow Bill Gender, 
ffllO heo enterteined ua for yes.re with hi s grand littfe 
Stor/ .Pep er Collector. If sh e does she uil l, I b eUeve, 
hove t he distinc t ion of being th e only m, mbor of our · l'l'f'ter 

nity, including thos e resident ~cross t he Atlantic, to heve 
met Bi ll in p 0reon. Let's hop e she will have on interest
ing story to t .,11 on her return. Meanwhil e, Happy Holiday 

F,druo. 
: : : : 

A U:bour of Love. Reedere would eoe a ref er ence to e 

tellt on St. Franks Bob Bl¥th e gave et a London meeting with 

the " i d of e mep of the echool end i te ~. 
This mep is now in ~ possoseion, end I can eseure you 

it•• s r omerlulble schiovQIIElnt, perticulerly as Bob do ea not 

ola.illl to be a drllftamen. 17ben I unroll ed. it I ns loet in 

odmir<>tion at tho thought of bis petionoo end t ho long hour 

b& must ho ve epon~ over it . Lo~i t es sbouJ d bo proud of 

him. Y/e hope to roproduce it, on P much emn.llor ecd c , of 
co urse, i n t'D eal"ly issue . 

: 1 : 

Src kc l ot h rnd .twhos . On p ogo 184 of l nst month• e 

isaue }!ugh TI. Fennell wee mede to say t hat !lutton ~ 
t1rBt drew Bunter. It should , of course , have reed 

l!llUon Mitchell. Oh yoa, I dereeay you gueaeed - ~ bend 

writing •gain in penning tbet f ootnote, and to think thet 

when I WM • t school I uaed to get t op merka for lll'ndwri t 

Ah, me\ I 111W1t be getting old. J,,eywey, apologies , 

li!r . Fennell. 
: z ts 

1/ender or • s Return . Jack l&artogh is beck homo ot 

509 fklw ood Road, Hoetinga , Now Zealand, aftor " tour of th 

J~·ts~a-~.4 tgof}"i~tte~ ~m ~/r,.:,.,~~i ende 
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0.Lnnu..cl" Time :£cin . t/ith this issue you will be 

receiving the Order Elnd \'lho 1s Who forms connected with the 
Sixth C.D. Annual. May I appeal to you to mrute use of them 
if you require one. Last yeer one or tw o members were un
fortwu,tely overlooked through m,tking " requ est for one EIS 

part of F l etter. I sh ell heve more to sery about cont ents 
a s tim e goes on. Meanwhil e , if OIIY of you wauld lik e to 
heve o sh ot at en article I sh ell be pl ea sed to hear from yo 

Despite what I said last month quite c number of fellow 
have kindly offered to put th eir llLlnds down to cleFr " 'DY los 
on l ast year's . But I am hepw to ssy ell subs. hcv e now 
be en peid, so ell's well, ~nd th ere will b e DD in cr ease in 
price this y ear . 

!.nd from now on I sha 11 be busy o ' nights • You will 
gr ea tly help if you g et thos e forms in early. 

Now just F word abo ut the bFllot on l net y ee r•a orti cl e , 
finl'l figures for which follow. It ,...s ti most int eresting 
contest. J. Breeze Bentley• s rrticlo led from th e very 
beginning, (congr e tul etions, Breeze\) but s ev erel others 
ga v e it a good run. The contributtcins not mentioned were 
by no means without their support ers , and the axpreeeiot 
of dislik e of ney one could be counted on the f1ngere. It 
WPB fill vury encouraging find gratifying to 

Yours sinc erely, 
HERI!E Rl' IE CKENBY. 

Fin,,l Pl ecings 

l. The Removo Form et Greyfri Elrs, 235 
2. Herry ~/herton Cept Elin of the Remove , 219 

- - - 3 . l,lonogrepllor vonn " Carner, - -1-s 
4. That Enduring Jlr>gic , 186 
5. St. Fr<'nks Success of Fr ilure? 177 
6. The Long L.rm, 159 
7. Every Story a Gem, 151 
e. Inside Fhetwey Hoa.ea, 124 
9. H<1rc of the Shell , 107 

10. Grendfather Likod Thom Fi erc e , 105 
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London Section. Bl,.ko Chrunbera. Greenwich. June 15th. 

Despit e th e holiday aet' aon th &re were 26 members at 
CM.rli e trright' s <'bode. The naws-sh eet m,s discussed and 
on all sides it wee agr ee d tlU!t it WBB a very fin o ef fort 
end J ohn GePl wes congrPtul e ted on th e fin e duplic ating. 
Arthur I.Erwson, doy en of th e c lub, geve en excellent t e ll< on 
''Th e Rod Rov er of tho SeP s" . Thi s ,ms gr oe t]y enjoyed and 
he WBB asked to giv,; s imil ar tt>lks eve ry month, to which he 
agree d . I.. coupl e of thrilling c!Ulpters fr<Xll "Heed Hunter• 
L8ir" f ea turing Ken King of the Isl ands wes read b:, Ron 
Deacon and this wes gr ePt]y epp r .,cieted. I thon gav e 11 

coupl e of ro ec\i.n8i) from th e S .P .c . end th e " .If." on the 
Th0111Bon House P"Pe rs and this wee follo"9d b:, a very fine 
di scussion on the subj eo t. Charli e h<'d compiled s very 
fine quiz Pnd Roger Jenlclns '11118. B good winner with Bob Bl,yt Q 

second end Lan Feclansn end Ian 'Jhitmore third. Future qui 
coap eti tions were debeted end aome exc ellent idesa ,rere 
f o:med, OUr Herbert 'phoned the mee ting Phi ell who could 
bod ,. fflff words wUh him. !l'hwl th e great pcra on.el touch 
is kept going, The egende was thought to be getting rether 
stereotyped but Pfter a. discussion " few minor e.mendmcnts 
were JDAd e Pnd th o worth:, chairmen egread to c<':rry on t he 
hithert o good •ork. Oliv e vr ight had prop ar ed the = l 
good r ~od end with the other l e.di es doing st orl in.; work 
refreshm en t tim ~ went with F will. It "-as egr e~d to soll 
th e resi du e books in the librer;y Pe they become rodunden t 
and of t er th e good s t1les end exchang es members dispersed 
until th a next occasion of th e meeting once llg<'.in under 
Len'• le adership r.t Hume House, Lordship Lene, Eest Dulwioh 
London, S.E.22, July 20th , 

North ern Sec ti on, Leods, Mee ting, June !4th, 1952, 
S1rt ee n members present, including Frenlc Coae 

(Liverpool) r nd St Pnle y Saith (Besingatoko) wham J . Br eeao 
Bent ley in opening t he mee ting expressed pl en sure in s ee ing 
g,,in.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----1 
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· Socret ery !fo:rme.n Smith s a id th e Sundey York trip woul.d 

take place very shortly, but ono to th e Coteat, either eset or 

wost, would hrve to be turther dieew1sed. 
G= .:J.li s on, ea WNBl , hed something cheert'lu to eey, 

including Libre.r,y Jtecaipte £2. 7.e.; Boob sold, L2.l.0.1 

Subs. £3 .l. O.; Cseh 1n lll'nd £12.7.10. 
Thon C8lll0 Horr:, Stables • postpcmod tPl.lt "Th o Ssgr ot 

Deadwood Dick' ' • L:pt'rt tram Berr,y, I ahoul.d think I ,me tho 

only on u present who had ever reed "Desdwood Dick" , y et Hil rry 

""a listened to with rapt attention fl'Cllll boginn1Jlg to end. Ho 

geve e grophic description of th o once t emous charPcto r who 

de lighted tho he arts of Victorian boye, end he sli pp e d in 
s everal touch es of hUIDOUr. .:J. together it was on e of the most 

eucc ~ssfUl of t he mPtJ;:/ t el.ks we MTG h ad s t Jtrd e Pe rk Rood . 

Ha r,,c ui vod c wel l dese rved ov*tion et the finis h , en d e 
tribut e peid to tho gre et t'mount of r esoarch ho must tu>vo unde~ 

t ak en. Moro t alks on th oss , li nes ere d ee irebl o t o le nd r 

li ttl e v rric ty end m,,ybe the ever re edy Gorr;y will come " l ong 

with th e inimitabl e Ti m Pippin stories by Ri>l cnd Qui z . 

The semo Gerr,y h elped to bring c most enjo:y r bl o mooting 

toe close with r subtle quiz. 
Nm:t meeting, Seturd e:y, July 12th. 

H. UX:n:IIBY' 
llorthern Section Correspond en t . 

B£P.Q:ri..on ~..{More qyal de s,---ction) l at Jun o , 1952_. 

Thv meeting opened 7 . 30 p . m. e t t ho UBUl'l rond uzvous, 

7 Cro sby Rood , Sout h, 'Jo t or loo . Mooers . Simps on e>n d Yelsh 

wer e rbsen t owing t o h olid r ;ys, oth orwi sa t ho r e Wll S a eeti e

fsc to r;y et t endan ca . 
The chrinot>n sterted th o bell rolling wi t h e report on 

hobby-tm d--eeeUon aettere ,-..h<1 propoacd- elBo Jha t futur e 
meetings b~ h~ld on t he second Sund o:y of the month, to which 

t her e Wlls g,,norel ~ omont . On b ehDlf of th e s ection h e 
wish ed ban voycg o end o pl er sant holidey to EdnE' J.1-:rvyn, who 

is off t o Cenadte on " three months• va ca tion. Ln undarstud;r 
will now hove to be found for serving us with our "cuppe"l 

Tho socrottu')' th en roed th e minutes and fint'noiel. report, 

end this vlt'a followed by "tun r nd games". Th<>se took the 

fo r.:i of " Tersion of th e old parlour geme "Conaoquencee", wit! 

s ome rui,using - not to montion " mo sing\ - reeul ta. Th e OOlllp8'lJ 
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wcr o th en set tho teak of flu'nisbing two apt lines to en 
uncompl eted Grc~ri ere limerick, writton by Don. The 
would-be Shellqs - end Allilona - went to work, end Frenlt 
c oae ...,,a adjudged. the winner, with Jira. 'Jebstor e close 
s econd. Their efforts ms, not b e without int er est: 

'I/hen Bunter woa sent to the Heed, 
"Ohl it woan•t me, air," b e aeid. 
"It wea that sly beset, Skinner 
Who stol e Quelchy'e dinn er, 
Hwlt I bllvo the flogging inst eed?" end 

When Bunt er wee sent to tlie Bend , 
"Oh t it wasn't me, sir," he sPid. 
"I just meont to borrow -
1,.nd P"1 bPck to~rrow, 
Must I bPv e e flogging inst ead?" 

FrMk now h r.a th e teak of setting th o competition for July. 
In p oss i,ig, it should be pointed out th at Don gener ally Pct, 
PS .th e judge, which explains why hie name dooan• t occur in 
th o winners• lists - it would prob ably 'do so quite e lot 
oth erwis e. 

Th e meeting ended et 10.30 p.m. with th e usuel library 
bueinesa, which was quite brisk. 

Ne:xt meeting Sunday, July l }th. 
FRlJIK CASE. 

Secretary . 
-··------------ ---·- ---------- ·----·-----! 
l!idlPn d Branch Ucvt ing - ~6th Mey1 1952. 

Twenty-thre e memb~rs wer e pr osont et whet was known 
would b e t he first ennuol ,buain ess mveting; it boing 
intended to review tho pest year•e world.ng, r ooeiv e eccounte 
elect officers, etc. 

Unfortunately, however, acut e differences of opinion 
on c ert ain questions of -policy blld erieen 1n r oc ont month8 
betw een, on the · one bend, two officials, { the Seoretery, 
Peter Mellor end the Rev~ l!r. Pound, e colll!dtte e member end 
, oint Fmander ), end on the otl!ler hand th e remaining fiv e 
offioiolS, (th e ohei.rman, Jeck · Corbett, th o Tr ecaurer, 
!lo:rml'n Gregory, end the other! thre e collllli tt eo members. 
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J.,.s U hed become i.n..-rlteble thet these matters be dis

cussed ill genersl meeting, 1110llt of our Ml!)- meeting ...., so 
occupied. OUr usuel heppy stlllOsphere waa sedl7 marred by 
the argument1 but eventuell.T it bec61DQ cleer that the 
feeling of the meeting waa de1'initel7 sgeinat th e dissenter, , 
end eventuell.T they announced th eir reai8netiona from the 
Club. )tr . end Jira. Mellor end the Rev. end Jira. Pound 
left, tcgether with snother ol d -ber, Kr. F. ll'illiaon. 

The res18netions were received with regret, but were 
felt to be unavoidable. !feverthelesa, it is hoped thet 
perlulps we ~ see some of them 8Bain one dlJ:T • 

.l,fter refreshments, ( which were eorel7 needed I) 
eleotions were mede es under: -

Cbeirmen and Treasurer re-elected unenimowil7; 
eleo two of the retiring Committee Jlembera, 
(Miee c. Scott end llr, Wilfred Devey). 

J,. new Committee Member wee elected, (llr,G<x>.Green , 
end th a writer of these notes 11'88 elected 
Secrete%)', 

To conclude the meeting, the Cheirmsn geye us an 
eccount of hie reception of Jlr, Down laat 1110nth, rt 11'68 

thet gentl~'a first visit to Bi.rmi!lgb.ND, eDd before he • . 
left efter the party, Kr. Corbett presented hilll with s 
folder containing a "Jlegnet" end . a "Gem" , i.n mi.nt condition 
end press cuttings rel eting to the visit, ea e souvenir of 
o memo1:eble occasion. 

E. J. D.r.VEY. 

FOR S:.IE, 42 "Megneta" (1390-1680) 1/- each. 6 "Union
Jacu" (rou-u21;-,t- eech~on:;.niclai" .("950;;1:525, - ~ 
oll Xmes m111bera end Xlllee Week numbers, 12/6 the lot; 
6 "Karvels (617-6:58) 2/- each.. 50 "llflrvels" (consecutive, 
902-951) 50/- the lot; 7 "Pluck.' ' (235-Y,O) 2/6 eecb; 
3 "Boye' Friend" (green weeklies) yeers ·1903-1906, otters 
wanted; 8 "Detective Weeklies" 9d. each; "Tom )(erry' 11 

Own" (1950) 4/6d. llellY' other iteas, .<S.A.E. for li11t. 
w1..m:ED: "C.D ," .:.nm.isle 1947 end 1948, · 
Meley, 17 .;bersazw Road, Brynm91Q'n, Brl.dgend, Glem, 
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!lo ,18 - The Boys• Harald (:.mal gemated Presa) 

.,JJ8, 8, 1902 - 'Jl/,7 18, 1912 - 511 numbers. 

By Herbert Lockenbz 

In 1903, wh"1'9 publiceti ons for b01fe w-,re concerned, 
the Lmelgumeted Presa wee in i ta h01fd"1f, It feared no 
rivel. E. J. Brett, J amee Handerson mid othor greet 
Victorians were passing or hPd gone , end the Al.din e Publish 
ing Compm,y who had drawn count leee coppe re fr om th e pocket 
of b01{s wes faltering under th e onsl aught of Carmoli te Baus 
Enthroned in that t hen home of the Bt,rminrorth pepors wee 
Bsmil ton Edwerde, eatute end most fNDOUS b07e • editor of el 
time, Be had l!lllde e huge success of the Bo7s • Friend end 
reised it t o pexm;y st at us in 1901. A 7eer l at er he had 
given it e companion - th e B01{s' Realm, and it hit the 
target straight swa7. Then with th e pseeing of ,mother 
fourteen montbll osma another broth er - the llo1f8' Herald. 
Oh haPP1f bo7e - it the7 could strord threepence a week -
of those pleci d dSJ'8 be!'ore world were were laiown. Twelve 
seril'l stories, completes, s rticl ee, end three "editore• 
chats". __ However, here it is the 11B07s• Her old" I propose 
to apeek ~bout , so her e 's to it. 

It was almost id entice l with its two comp"1dons, 
except thet it wee printed on white pl'per. Its title WIie 
in plain bold t1{pe with e border, end carried b elow it th e 
slog,,n "l.. Beeltl:\r Peper fo r Menl1f B07s. " 

No.l contPined three eerie ls , ''Th e Seventh House of 
st.Bl'sile" b1{ Henry St.John; Sidne7 Drew's ''17inge of Gold" 
descri bed es "The St ory of t he Most Terrible and limesing 
J 0Ul'll01f Ever Mede b1{ 'Jll,n"; and I/Trapper Den" , Thie stoey 
wee written b7 George Alllnvill c; Fenn, " popular writer for 
b01fs whose st ories f or b01f8 in b ook form were considered 
suitable for Sundey School prises. No doubt this """ a 
gestun b1{ ehreWd llruDil ton F.chnrrde in the direction of th e 
Edwerdien parent who was e 11 ttl e psriicular es to whet his 
son should reed. However, when ''Treppor Den" finished 
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lJL>nvill e Fenn wee s e en n o mor e 1n th e pP ges of th e "Boys• 
Hereld" except f or e fugitiv e eppettrsnce some y ea rs later , 
wher eea Heney St..Johu end Sidney Drew wer e regulars. 

ID addition to th e s eriala . there were l ong end abort 
complet e st ori es, th e first erticl e of e series entitled 
"Th e Bettl e of Lif e" conc erniDg th e lives of f amous men, 
sh orter erticles, end "Your !lititor•e Mnce", edorned, of 
c ours e , with e picture of th e handsome fea-turea of Hemiltou 
EdWards. · 

I well remember th at heving comced en extr e pe~ from 
uzy-mother I exclaimed "J ol ·ly goo d" es I p erused the c on tents 
e,f t bet No.l that Thursdey morniDg wey beck 1n August of 190 

But there WBB more t o co me, f or with No .2 e fourth 
seri a l wee added end it wee by eno ther fev ourit e euth or , 
:llllXWell Sc ott . It wee celled "N<els on Lee • e PUpil" end 
s eeing th et th e famous detectiv e of Greys !DD Roe d wee one 
c,f m:,-sp e cial heroes I kDew that f or some weeks t o com e et 
l ee et, I sho uld h89'e t o ge t th e purchasing prioe by h o ok or 
by crook . 

"Ne ls on Lee's Pupil" prov ed to be en epoch~ ator., 
f or t he pUpil 1'88 en urchin, one Hipper, who proved to b e 
tjJe heir t o vest eetnt e, end who wee destined t o be the her o 
cf e host of b oy s than unborn . 

Yee, indeed th e " Boye • Herald " got off to " fine ste rt , 
end f or e few y ears it eppeered t o be ea sturd;r Pa its eld 
br oth ers, th ough pr obebly its ciroul e ti on wee never e s gre et 

When ''The Seve nth House of St .Be eil s " finished e sequel 
"Th e New Jles t er" t uok -ite place, e nd the school st ory t v 
follow th at """' ''T he Boys of ,l inbury Co llege", wri t tan 
eu c,eymously . ..'..nother out11t ending s eri a l in V<ol.l (52 nUIJl4 

~ Rajah.Jli.c .k'-'--.by.Jl.m:id G;,od'l!il:i P ern so exci t 
l'B t o ge t bays on t o th e newsagent's i oo r-et ep v eey ee rly 
on Thursd<'y morn1ngs . 

There were als o tw o doubl e numbers with their gorge ous 
c oloured c,vere durin@ that firet yoar. Ob wbPt P feeat 
,.,f r eeding for twopence . Th ure were meey double numbers 
l Pter, buJ: minwl th e covers, which was a pity. 

Th e "llO)'B' Her a ld" ,ma never better than in its second 
y cn r. That v olume tw c, oont ein ed the -whol e , or P" rt, of n o 
l e as tblln eii, htean s eriel.11, the mej crit)" of them really 
first-eleee. Thay includad "1:d'l oe t with Nels en" by 
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JJc:.rrry St .J'<,hn (h e wr s ot hi s -b e;t in this typ e of ;yarn)! 
"OD Turpin• a JJ:4.hwq" end its sequel "The Black Jfesk" b.T 
l)nid Goodwin; • nd "Tho Lor,gbc,ra of EDgland" ; - one cf Kort m 

Pike's beet. Ther o ,res • ls o "li'ootbsll Foos" b,y 1,.. S. HerdJ. 
I believ e this was hie first s ori el concerning th e winter 
game end it ns ·• good start . 

Not able WPS "lfi pp&r' s Schoold"7"" which f ound t hllt 
pupil of Nelson Lee's et St.Nini•n•s, whore ho had ""'lV' 

adventures some thirt een years bef ore ho went t o St .Pr •nk' a 

t or ano ther l ong sp oll . 
Jf.,t " " bread, in lllf opini on err:rwe.t, wee "Tho Fenge t e 

Schoolboya" by E . IIPrc ,urt Burr ege, e. reprint fran one of 
t he Vict ori en peney dre adfuls lil'ml.lt on EdWtlrds prof ess ed 

t o despise . 
In the f oll owing thr ee y ea rs numerous very setistyi.ng 

serials l'ppee red, th e m j ori ty -,f them b.T Hemilt on Edn rd s ' 
• re s i dent" ruth ors, - H.mry St. Jo hn, lillaWell Scot t , Davi d 
Goodwin, hllen Ble ir rlld Sidney :Draw. Monti on shoul d be 

lll!lde uf th e tri o b.T Cecil iltl;rt er, Sext on Bloke et Sohool", 
"Sa:rl un Bl ake in the Sixth" , end Sext on Bl t1ko e.t ~ crd. 

Thos e were good • • st .ori es go , but • le.clr.edey, how HPyter 
di d pl !')' dl.lCkll IUld drak es with Blek e hist o17. Sherl ock 
Holmes' ri wl of DeJcor Street bed been ni gh unt ., d9"th end 
put me.ey r crim:i.nPl b ehind bars in th e nin et een th cen t u.r,y, 
yet here he wna • yuUng&t er et sc hool in th v twonti,ath . 
Mor eove r , in the third st ory ho mr<!~ the rc quri nt rnce of 
Tink er, despite th e fr e t t hat onot her ru th or h8d llMuJ, t 
t he t about thr oo er f Jur y eers o, r lic r. l'lhet • s sti ll 100r e 

Heyt er mede Tinker only- • frn, yee rs Bl ~ke ' s juni or. .:.h wel , 
those re sponsibl e coul dn 't f cr es ee t het ~ fifty yo11rs 
lP t er th ere woul <! b e f ellows trying t o meko Bl eke es mw>h e 

rer lity • s Sherl ock Holmes . 
By th e end of th e fifth y ee r or so there b0gt1n t o be 

IN8pickns, not ve-ey pron ounc ed s t first m,,ybo, thet the 
younger of th o tri o was not r s he~l t ~ after al l, es 1 ts 

companion p apers . The old reli able euthors were not 
eppesri n., as frequently, end th os e tsking t h~ir plso es were 
not s c, adopt at t he t triok of lllllldno tho re edor wei t in e 
st et s o! eusp onae fo r th e next instalment . 1.. g JOd doel of 

so• co m s <!~V< tG! t . hobbie s en<! en ...:chengo en<! m,,rt n s 
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WOB sterled . L. r 0t,'Uler eclvartiser here ""s that "chsracter" 
woll remembered by IJIIDV' present de:, veterans, Arthur Buda'e, 
cf .:.lmondbury , Hucldersfi eld. Came s time when his adverts 
wvre n o more , the reason es Lrthur t old me himsel.1' yeers 
leter that H.em1- tton Edwards looked up on him as e deeler. 
Deel..r or IIOt, he ffl\S e godsend to men;y s coll ec t or for me 
a yeer. · Uould thet p oor 1.rthur was with w, t o-dey - with 
his bergeins at the o l d prices. The little p ost office at 
1.]JJ>.)Ddbury would be kept busy I warrant. llut BJ.ea, the 
qusint good -natured i' ell ow hes been in his greve ten y lalers 
vr mure. 

Herld..ng beck t u th e st uries, I IDUBt no t f orget t o 
menti on the complete stories c,f Cliveden Sch ~o l by Charles 
Hlmdltc,n . They hed note very l ong run, but the meeter 
t ouch wea t here . 

kn ominous sign, or so I a lways consider it, wae the 
c oming of reprints. Lmong them werEt et l eee t twu serials 
which h ad appeared in the~- Boys• Friend, ''Vel, the Boy 
1.cr obet" by Cl oude Heathc ote , end ''The Boye of St.Basile" 
by Honr,y St.J ohn. ~/hen they :firs; a ppeared they were fine 
yarns, but somehow in their n- settings they b.ed los t thei 
charm. 

In i ta l es t year or two the Herald was s ·mere shsdcw 
of its f ormer self'. Still, it lived f or just ,e f- weeks 
sh ort vf a dec od e, and that -was we ll eb ove the average f or 
0 b oys• weekly. Uheu -we· said gr.,odbye t c the fomilier l er 
white peges we were to ld th et the Here l c! was t ..: be r eb orn 
in a .,Tend up-t o-date paper c e ll ed "Chuer Daye Ch&er'' . I 
wonder who th ough t of thot un e . It ....,s of Uegnut size 
with e br 0wn cover but it lested eb out es mBey f ortni g hts 
as the =re fcmoue one di d years. l!!'ybe the boys were 

...,,.,.,,,,..,, ,-..,.bout-a alcl:cg-i'or"Cheer - Boya- eheer"-,--but - He-t'-t\te 
was littl e better when its =me wee chan;,ed t o •:;:ioya • 
J vurnel". 

These l etter, t vo , neir cr eppee led to me, but in rq fa 
leisure mc:ments c 1ni ghts I turn f or e restf'Ul h our or two 
to "Redellstl e et St.Simeone"; "Rejeh Dick"; F eeing the 
Footlights" e.nd other grend "Boys' Hereld" yarns which 
f csc inated me in rq y c,uth of long ego . 
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HldlILTOBIA 

Cooducto<l. bz Horbert tccltenlg; 

Y,u will remember thet bat 1DOnth Pn,nlt 111obtril 
revealed thet ODO of hie pon-nemea of l c,ng ego "88 1lo'bert 

stcnley , end tbet under it ha wrote e aerial celled "'?Ila 
Hot'~ ;,f Lfrica"t or Tl'8ppe Holmea & Co . Uoll, eh~ly 

ef'ter I set hie lettar I had e etrcko at luck. I 1188 look

ing t<-r some paper or other one evonin,, wbon quite un

upectedly I c•me Porvss two papers which contained inetel

nents of this very a eri ol , Len Pockmen, or 81'.1.7'Cna else 

who Ja,owe the cbe otic state "13' collection is in will 

know whet a miracle thst was, I f orge t nor. if I eotu elly 

found the peper I wee re•llJ' af t er , f or those instelm onte 

cf "The u .. ert of Africa" interested ae more. 
The pep ere concerned were "The Des t Dudget" end "Lerks' , 

"The Beet Budg<it" only r an f er twelve weeks end when it 

finished "terka" took its place and ''The Hoert of Africa• 

""" continued in it, Thia Bo , l ot "Lerlal" 1a ~ahd 
June 7, 1902. I th ouet,.t it a good i dea t o roprocuca the 

pic ture heedilfg OD our cover this month, ea an intereatin;! 

additi on t o R!>milton l or e. I hcpe it h"s come out 
sufficiently well t c, bllebl e yc,u t o see that the at ory wee 

"Dy th e New •n d Po'O'erful Auth or, Robert Stanley'' . Fifty 

1<lllZ'II ogot Tiell, t he auth or ie no longer new, but he • e 

still powerful, 
Thu h er o of th e st ory 'N88 Russell K&en o , "a l!IYSteri ous 

Englishmen, with fac e of ir on end heart of st eel". ~ 

i t is inter eatillg t o note th at hie two frien ds were named 

Sidne7 Talb ot end Thorne ~ · Th~re wee e lady in it, 
t uo , Claire de Po11Cer• Countess of IJ.g,v. 

Judging by th ose two inste l m..nte tho future :Frank 

Richerds k:naw how t o wri ta a thrilling story yOm'II bef ore 

the "Jle(!Jl.at" wa • born. 
Deapi te 36 pagos lsst month I did not esy a word , es 

I fully inten ded t <. do , ab out the ill'lll!linat ud addreee th o 

to odon O.;J.D.C. r occn tlJ- pre sented t o Frank Richards on 

b ohalt of th e uembers of all the clubs. HOlf.>var, b ettor 
l ate t hen neve r, 
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The eddreee wee the WJ rk of Rubert 110rtimer, o member 
~f London O. D.D.c., end e ll who have se en it PBiY tribute to 
a j ob splendidly done . The voluntery work some fellows 
will do for this hobby of curs is re al ly fllllllSing. 

The worcll.ng was 88 f o ll o'll'B; -

"A Loyal Tribute t o Charles Hamilton from all 
.l.lember& of the Old Boy e Book Club. 

For over forty years Mr. Hamilton under various 
pseudo~ baa been givi.ng unbounded pleeeure to 
countless thoueende of boya end girls of ell ages 
with hie wonderful telee of sch oo l lif e. lls Owen 
Conqu est h a hes written et oriee about Rookwood tllllt 
will always be aff ectionately remembered; the telee 
of St.Jim's by Martin Cliff ord ar e evergreen, but 
abov e ell, the Greyf'riare et .oriee by Frank Richerds 
have sec ured f or their euth or e uniqu e plac e in the 
re alms of litert"ture. 

Without a doubt n o other writer of hie kind h as 
been s o gifted , so prolific , 811d s o veraatile. 

Aut Optimum Aut Nihil . 

SurromMling the taitt were no less then :52 sketches ~ 

leeding characte:re from the three schools. 
Den ~/biter made a special journey to Jlergat e with the 

address end th e re handed it ove r t o Nort on Pric e who later 
preeent ec it t o Mr. Hamilton . 

llr. H.emil ton expresse d hie sincere theokB end wee 
evi d ently much moved by this ges ture from a s ec ti on of his 
admirers • 

-0 --0 -0-

A lump came to n;y throat when I reed this in e letter 
from Jeck Hughes, of Chelme r, Brl.sbene, Austrelie. 

"In the cours e of n;y ministeriel duties I h8ve 
begun to work in e new area end I discovered e y oung 
men dying of canc er who in conver11etion happened t o 
say he wu'Ul.d lov e t o re ad nbout Dil],y Bunter again, e 
character he bed known y ears bef ore. You OMl 1msgine 
how pl eesed I ......, that I hod th e means of eetist'ying 
his request." 
ThGr e• e s<..metbing r ea lly r eml!X'kabl e abo ut th e t when yo, 
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think it over, for in the whole of .lwstrslia there would 
not be Dlll!V' qo coul d heve grented this dying youth's 
wish. It's nice to think it wee one of our fraternity wto 
did. . 

-0-0-0-0-0-

0ver to South J.1'rice, In its issue of May 2nd 
"The Qutepan" page size larger than "Picture Post" took foz 
i ts"Dook Choice of the Week'' "Tha .l.utobiogrephy of Fr ~nk: 
Richerds". The review filled s pe&e and carried s banner 
heeding, "A Boys' i'lriter Spill s th e Beans" . 

Magnet Titl es (Contd,) 
"S" c.enotes Substitute. 

(Not~ - Dy an unfortunate oversight Magnet titles 
871-915 were omitte d lset month and 916-94 9 publis hed 
instead. Her e , then, ere the missing ones. Thanks t o th • 
many' r ead ers who drew ettention to the error, 'Jo will con 
tinu e from 950 next month. - H.L.) 

871, (s) Sir Hilton's Newphew. 872, {s) The J(rst ery 
wreck. 873. Doth Dunton. 874, Giving Bunter Beane. 
875, The Vanished Ventri l oquist. 876, The llunldng of JJunte, • 
871, Dilly Bunter's Cempaign. 878 (s) The l!choolboy Finen
cier . 879, Trouble in the Co, 880, Harry rlharton•a Christ 
mes. 881, Friend or Foe. 882, Tho Downward Path. 883, Th• 
Rebel of th e Remove . 884, Sleeker and Cap~ain. 885 , lla---ry 
miarton•a Downfall. 886 , Down and Out. 887 , The ~/oret Doy 
e.t Greyfriare. 888, Herry ~lharton•s Las t Chance . 889(S ) 
To Shield His Father. 890 ( S) The Darring of Dolsovor , 
891 (S) The Greet Postel-Order l,ly'stery. 892 {S) Bunter tho 
ProhP " t. 693, Coker•a Crosswords. 894 (s) The l(ystery of 
l(oeaoo. 895 ( s) I.lmt Judy Comes to stw, · 896 , Poor Old 
Bunter. 897, Bunter the Cavalier. 898 {S) The Schoolboy 
Sculpto r . 899, Playing the Goat. 900, Buck up Bunter. 
901, (S) Pep for the 'Friers, 902 {S) Tho Foud with Cliff' 
House. 903 (s) Sports ~leek e.t Greyfrisrs, 904 (s) The 
Rivel Tuckshopa. 905 (s) Alonzo the Slogger. 906 , Ragged 
Dick. 907, Ragged Dick st Greyfrisn. 908, RllB8ed Dick's 
Resolve. 909, A Ba;r•.a Croaaroada. 910, Dilly Bunter• a 
Br aimeve . 911, Bunter of Bunter Court, 912, Dilly Dunter s 
I.lester Stroke. 913, Tho l(ystory of Dunter Court. 914, The 
~unter Court El cvai. 9::.5, Th~ ;>ri sonen of JJuntor Court. 
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TliE ELlXIR OF YOUTH 

By DOMld Webster (Liverpool) 

"Remembrenoe wakes with ell her busy trsin ••• • ••• " 

Thie excerpt frcm Oliver Goldsmith's "Deserted Villsp' 
has come to rIIlf mind several times during the pest si:I: mont 
and e ll beceuse of e 1118n n..med Rich llrds. (You're wrong -
hie chrietian name was Raymond, not Frank.) 

One day last year I had occasion to vi s it Birminsham, 
end having some time on my hands strolled into e bookshop 
to seek e suitab le book for my son 's te nt h birthday. "Bless 
my soul, (vide l!r. · Quelch) do my eyes deceive me , for sure 
that big book is entitled "Tom MerTY'B own," was my inward 
comment as I perceived s copy of his f amous Jinnuel. I 
st ared fascinated en d memories of my youth and the good old 
"Gem" c ame back to me. Of course I purchased The Annual 
end wondered if it W!IS possible to find the enewer to so 
mmv qu eries which hsd baffled me. Wes it possible that 
my favourite author wse writing about St. Jilll8 and Grey
friars sg,,in? I must confess that I r ea d most of the book 
on my home,rp.rd journey in the train, but on e paragraph 1n 
the Editor's Chet oeueed me th ough t. It reed ••• "For the 
IDI:OND time I h ave had the pleesure of ed1 ting • , • etc. 
Grea t Scott I I had m.i ssed l est y ee r• e copy in th e shops. 
This must b e remedied at once, for w,,s not 'IIY son s chip of 
th o old old block and had read end r e -r eed the 1920 an d 192 
Holiday Annuals which I had saved all th es e yee rs. A lette 
to the pu blishers followod with a r equ est for the Annual I 
had missed, and back come a prompt reply stating l!r.Raymond 
Richards was no longer with them 911d th at my letter (which 
contained several reminiscences) had been forwerded to 
Richards himself. They also sent me e list of the Bunter 
Books etc . which had b een published and gave me th e address 
of "our Herbert" st York. 

I was now in seventh heaven fdr I should be able to 
renew my acquaintance wi.th the Companion Pepera agein . 
However, more jey was to follow, for one Fridey morning, 
J.pril l}th {don't ever t e ll me either a r.e unlucky t>gain) 
cam e e l ett er from ·~h e Head" himself encl.oaing an auto
graphed book for my son llnd a real. chatty letter to me. 
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The leci • s f ece W"8 sufficient gratitude eDd words could not 
dE1scribe uq f ee l1Jl68. I bsd al""ys wented to visit or 
correspond with the men who bsd brought me so maey happy 
hours ea e yowog men end I felt et long leet I hed done so. 
We hnve exchenged several lett era since. 

I think it ""e :Qyron who wrote "Aht bsppy yea.rat Once 
more who would not be a boy." Well, l'v ~ f elt a boy aver 
since, and I fortunat ely possess an "UDderstanding" wife . 
(I think she wee a reeder of "The Schoolgirl's Own" aDd 
"Girl's Friend" in bygon b deys.) 

Suffice to say tbst I bec ame o member of The Northern 
Section of th e Ol d Boys • Book Club who rece i ved me - a 
perfect atrenger - lik e eey other "Old Boy." Even more 
emezing is the fact that they lent and trusted ma with their 
books. I have since attend ed th eir m()Qtings and visited 
en Exhibition of Old Boys' Books et e Public Library. 

In addition, I heve visited several of uq London col
leagues and been made welcome et th eir homes, proving that 
"Old Hemil toniane" etc . have turned out to be whet the s utho I

tried to achieve - jolly decent men. What e moulder of 
cbaracter Frsnk Richerds 111118t have been. One wonders what 
effect he would have had on the present "younger generation" 
bed be still ~een writing ~ stories. To quote en 
example : I lik e t o WI'tch lllY' son's contrac ted brOIIB when he 
is reeding some modern 'Yeekly and comper e it with th e, chuckl e 
be emits when be i s r eeding one of the ol d Companion Papers . 
LiJ<EI r ll l ada of his age ha r eaches th e stag e of ''\'/hat shall 
I do DOW?" but a copy of 1:he Magnet or Gem thrust in t o hie 
hands k eeps him quiet for houre end out of mischi ef. \That 
high er tribute can th e author have then thet. 

r woul dnere un er sword of warning to peren1:s ~~ 
intend initi ating their offspring into the cult . Do not 
reeerds your netting days sa over or the follawing dialogue 
might ensu e: -
li2!!= ( loolcing up from "The Megnet" h e is res ding) It says 

here th et "Quelchy was in a bad temper end lin es fell PS 

thick as the le aves in VBllambrose ." \Thet does that 
meen end whare is Vell embrose? 

~ : Er •• Er • • Oh, ;t,ook it up in your encyclop e cdi e. 

ill of which proves thl't es wo gr OJI ol der we r ce lly s ee the 
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depth of thos e fp.mous quotations used by Frank Richerds, 
end ea so man,y other prople have eul~eed hie references 
to the cleeeics J: need not edd to their =bar in this 
erticle. · 

%1 el'lftl3"• S"Qll!Eld •trBJl&e to me thet .W,,rlin Clifford 
end :frank Richerds knew so much about <at1ch other's cherac
ten. .S.. telepbone call to the lcte Kr. H. .L... Hinton of 
The 1.melgemeted Preas feiled to elt1Cidete the avatery, so, 
like men;y thousenda I na eventually enlightened by the 
article which appeered in "Picture Poat". 

I e lweys remember es e boy how disUlusiODed I was to 
diecover that St.Jims end Greyfri ers never reelly existed. 
I was ~ost ad amant they did until m:, father proved othe,:,riea. 
But - whisper this - perhaps thoy really do under different 
nemea - only the mithor can enswer th at. We do know, 
however, that Gussy, Billy Bunter, Queloby, SmithY and 
FrFnk Nugent wer.a token from r ee l life. Yea, I've oeriain~ 
b .. en "educated" thes o lest six months or so. 

\1het s trav esty tbet Billy Bunter should heve been 
featured 1n the "JQlock-out" Comic (with Jones .Iii.nor of ell 
people.) Thank goodness The Jleater bee picked up bis pan 
( or should it be typE!ffi ter) where he 1 aft otf. r am 
proud that three gen eretions of IIIJ" family heve derived 
ha.ppiness from these books, end who knows, a fourth genera
tion mey follow suit. In conclusion, r must disagree with 
the song-wri tar who wrot e . • • "Gone are the days of our . . 
youth, t;oo soon." What rot! Mine s re only just beg1nru:ne 

-r---
Note: - r hsv & had to try Don \7ebst er•s petience quite o bii , 
for I'v e had this breezy articl e in m:, file quite e wtdle. 
So if it isn't quite up to dete , bl e.me me. - H.L. ) 
-------------~----------------

THE S\IELL OF ST. JD!' S 

By Bernard Prim e 

If I were to eek s gathering of Hl!mil toniana who in 
their opinion '1188 the most lovable charocter at St.Jilll' s I 
hPVe no h esitation in seying that quite a large number of 
those pr&sent v,ould proaz,ptly answer with e note of sffeotio ~ 
in their voices ths .t Gussy was the most loveble, Fnd th"7 
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m:l.gbt tru.thfullJ' edd th<1 1DOBt leugheble alao. I should 
cordiel lJ' egree with them. There ere ~ coses in the 
reelms of fiction where the moat loveble people ere eleo 
the tumtlest, though there ere of course exceptions to this 
ru.l e. In the pegea of Dickens we find tlrlstocrats · l!IUCb ea 
Sir ~berr)' Hl!1ll< end Lord Frederic Verisopht llho were 
neithe r lovebl e not- laughable, but thorough bounders, bllt 
in Arthur AugUstus we have an eriatocret of the very finest 
type and tredi ti on . Let us examin e him es closolJ' es 119 

cen end see why this is so. In th e first pla~e be W!lS ilo 
snob, be it stated. Snobbery in the writer's opinion is 
of various kinds, but Arthur Augustus could never be celled 
e snob of any kin d. He Jule a few feul ts which make th eir 
sppeerance et times, but es a genere l rul e the empbesis is 
ell on th e other side . He is th o sort of fellow who sud
denly hits upon en ec onomic truth, when the r ee dor, know1ll8 
his aristoor etic, l eisurely, and cultural baclQ!round, would 
not expeot him to do so. 

some of us JIJBY Nlll81Dber that when llan7 Hammond, a 
member of the working-cle es, whoso peo pl e bad grown rich 
through business sbili ty and the selling of populer b8ts, 
came to St.Jim's, Gussy made friendly approaches to him not 
because of Henmond • s money but because b e ,ma having e ro 
time of it et the school. Ria gentle and kindly natur e 
was el wsys coming to th e for" over matters like th ese. I 
have elreed;r hinted that h e occasionally hit upon en econo 
truth, It .vas tr ne in the cas e of HBmmond, for i ns t ance . 
\Toen that youth wee being chipped end derided on account of 
bis frightful accent end working-c l ass essooiations, Gussy 
very s ensibly makes the profound remark, "that if it were 
ot-for-tbe-worlr:3ha - cbspe--lik e- ua - could - not - exi-et-.-•1- 1~ 

indeed true. The humour of the situatio n li es in th e feet 
thst it was Gussy who Sn' th e .tru.th whil e the fellows 
him epperent]J could not see. They were indeed too blind 
with snobb ery to be s blo to do so. He would have b een the 
firs t to object to e man lik e Sir Hilton Popper - oloselJ' 
r ela ted t o him by class and upbringing - to hedging off a 
piece of lend t h8t should have b een used for tho public 
good. Incidentally I might remerk h ere that in view of 
what usuel]J happens llhen a plM e is "thrown open" to the 
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public 1n th e sbspa of etray tins, pspar, . and 'banm18-skina , 
I heve 11aae an eekiJIB "711Pl!tt}Q- !or Sir Hllton•11 point of vi 

D'Arcy, Comre;,, end Lord Eastwood hlld nothiilg 1n c 
with me!V' of the French ariatogr11te of the Ei&hteenth Can 
J1JBcy of ,mom were rogue11 and tyrents who ce rteinly d811ernod 
to fall. The bietoricel 11.ngering on of boy11 like Arthur 
AUgUBtua did no hsrm to e cbengi.ng 11ociel order . True ha 
""" nther en anaohroniam - one feels t oo thst th" Welfare 
st ete would ha ve made abort wcrlt of him b eceue e he -• not 
member of the W"O%idzlg cle1111. Thq would h ev e crunched his 
topper end monocl e underfoot, end the Labour EiccbeDB9 would 
hjrve directed him to e !actor:, 1n order to increeae Produc
tivity end to eim at target.., but the:, would heve felled to 
crush bis soul or bis dignity. They ware inborn end 
permen ent, 

The top-bet hPa come to mean these deya e mere aymbol 
of wealth, greed end auoceea, but it t ook on e very differ t 
cherecter ea it set s tn i gbt on th e noble head of Arthur 
..uguatua. It ws11 in feet e kind of outward •i8n of en 
111viaible grace1 eo elllo wee tho monocle, for t o ba 1111re 
it eppeered t o be e netural p ert o! bis _ eye and 11e"'" ed to 
grow there. 

It should never be f o r go tten tbet this l~ble, 
lovable, end erietocratic p ersonage wee oonaiderebly IIIDN 
then e mere buff oon, fop, end mirth-provoker, Tru e he 11'88 

something of all these things, but b e ,..... infinit ely more. 
He bed a sorioue nature end 11'88 anxious t o do that which we 
r ight end fit, 

J,.ri9toere.te have often been r epre s en t ed 1n fiction B 8 

being very bad, such ea Sir John Che111ter, or incredibly 
dull ea wee Sir Lei cest er Dedloek • . Leter on c ame th e "bl 
and the Burlillgton Berti e typ e of , pers on who were not n eoes 
eerily eriatoere.ta et ell , bu;-'who r et ained th e ~" end 
the monocle end were imit e t~ more or l ea s correot]J' by the 
early Edwardian lfuaio Hell, comedillll8. B7 1914 the "Nut" ha 
eppeered. Jul th es e !Mivi duel e were "dreaay", Thq had e 
certain sart orial splendour end dassle, but they one .,n4 s 
l ecked the di8n1 ~ of Arthur Allguatue, 

Nothing ia "more """'8:lng than some of tha passages 1n 
the "Gem'' between Jeck Blok e F.nd Gusq. Blelte'e " ch eek'' 
el e llll>kea Gueq rise ·, end 1n m;r vi- thes e things ere 
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real, genuin e , sound stuff of the dear ol d· "Gem" in its 
heydq. D'Arcy was no feeble, empty-headed or ephemeral 
character inv est ed wtth "gl&IDOur" and put tbare to sttr...t 
anobbishly-inclined readers. He )cneT1 ho,r t o use his fists 
to sood purpose, and llhese """ often used to protect the 
weak against the strong. lie avoided dullness on one si de 
and wick edness on the other . 

In our time wa hsve seen the fall of .ld.nge , and corrupt 
m18hty end i,-:,ral empires crumble into dust almost overnigh • 
TJe have, in fact, seen innumerable changes both good end b ed 
bat if there is one thing that could never change it is the 
noble aJld generous heart of 1.rthur 1.ugustus D • 1'rcy. That 
was founded upon th e rock. 

THE NEISON LEE COLU!JN 

.ill c=icetions to Robert Blyth e , 
46 Carl eton Rosd ,Hollo,ray,London,N.7. 

Once sgsin I em in the happy position of being abl e to 
sit beck whilst others take the stage. 

Some ;yesre ago we did e spot of res earch to find out 
how lll8JV' copies of No .1 were in existence. 17e found that 
there were r,o more th en 8 ( et that time) so it• s highly im
probabl e th at more then a fewof you h6,re e,ren s oen s copy. 
;.,, for the story itself - it's covered with impenetrable mis , 
until nffll when Jeck Cook of Newcastle blows a fcrw of the cob 
webs e,rey. I've got IIIY' metaphors a bit mixed, but what• s 
it matte r, so long es you're 1 eppy ? 

THE MYSTERY OF LD!EHOUSE RE.'iCH 
Be~ s snort sy:nopeis of No.I Nelson Loa Libra#. 

By Jack Cook 
Saa,ggling on e !Nga scale hes b een going on along the 

river ond th o police suspect a locel H.Q. Under the floor
ing of a well knawn saemen•s public house there is e secret 
way into th e veul ts . This i s used by Br88se.rd, the leader 
of th e S11111ggli.ng gang . 

Nelson Lee, :lisguisa ,! es e ealllllBn tri es to find infonie 
tion by viai ting th e pub and listening t o tho various con-
vers et iona going on arounrl him. ~ membur of the gang 

I · 
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suspects him end teets him with see BotlgB. J;. glass o:t be e 
which hes b een poieoned is hsndod to hilll end onlJ" the time 
interruption b7 m,other member 'beiDls abased b7 the polioe 
ae:ye11 hilll. The g8IQg escepe end Lee notic e • th e cellar r
treet . Ha ob11trw:ts the police •o es to gein favour w1 th 
the gang. Tho police chase Lee end llipper into the riTer 
e.Jld are caught . Lee srrsnges that lllpper esospas during t e 
Court prooeodinge - st e. given •18na1 from him. Un:tortunet 
IT Lee is detained b7 a too seBlOIIII officer, but JJipper, 
with the eid of th o gang eeoepee end is taken down into the 
seoret H.Q. in the vaults. 

J. fi ght ensures between Brsesard end a queer old oher -
ter, Blind Diok. Nipper atickll up for the blind men and 
Br as sard is suspicious of him. Brassard illlpriaons Nipper 
in e caller neer the -ter edge. Lee cruising down the 
river spots Nipp er et the grating. He charges the place 
8Ild with police aid Nipper is rescued. 

:sraasard is then UIIID88ked and is rBTaeled es the 
murderer of a f ellow policemen. He peys for his crime and 
the smuggling comes to en end - thanks to Nelson Lee end 
Nipper. 

In spite of the consid erabl e controviasy wbl.oh rec<Jnt 
%"8669 ov"r the inoffensive heed ··of E.S.B., v ery f"" of you 
heve tek en the step of putting y our thoughts on paper. 
Probably you thought, as I did a t one point, th at th ere 11'88 

no need, as his detractors didn't r ea lly know whet thay wer 
t e llc:lng ~bout ~, not having r ead sufficient of hie 
storie s t o foxm e fair judgment. Neverthel ess, a f<Yfl 
comnents fr om the larg e bod¥ of Lee-i tee would have been 
warmly welc omed. It is more th= pleasing therefore t o be 
abl e t v give y ou thia . aumming up b)' .Jim lla'rell of Romford. 

IN D:E:FE!m: OF BROOKS 
• By Jes. W. !lllrrell 

It s eems t o b e that about 8CJI, of "Old Bo711'" Bock lov 
bL>ve a1J IDOL, an- IDOL that in fer .above 8:JfY otber. That 
id ol is the greet Chas. Hamilton : He is, of course, en ido 
of min e , but his und oubted gem.us does not blind DV' eyes 
from -the fact thst some .~ther authors msy e leo have 
"s omething''. It 11!\Mkes me, from whet I !>eve ree d in the 
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c.D. end other j ourn als , BIid from discussions et Ol d Bo:,• 
Keetinge, tbet there is e great end absurd pr<>judice age.ins 
other authors, especially in the ree.J.m of schoo l stories. 

Telte the l atest article, in the C.D. , by S.F. Jones . 
In de alin8 with stories written by E. S.B. in the Magnet end 
Gem, be wri tea, ea I see it, ver:r dieparag.ingly of hi e 
(Brookil') eff orts. Be bl,,_ E. S.B. for br1Jlging in whet 
be calls "B .L . or Brcokilian", cberecterietics, such ea 
"dotty", "biffed", "Ill>' eon" , "lllr eons", end tho IJBndforthiei• 
"IIIY led". Well , ~ notl llr. Br ooks bed at"J>pod into 
the breech t o writ e up these st ori es, but do you beer aey 
feint word of thP.nlca to Brooksl Bot on your lif e . 
On].y critici1111111. 

Bot e thet thia staunch Hamiltonien a~a of Brooks that 
hi e 1>lots ere "genar el ly feeble, boriDg Bild unconvincin8" . 
Bo w~ h er e , of ccuree, that somo C.H. st ories wore ditto. 
Ha goes on t o a~ t he t "Brooks writin8 Hamilto n is like e 
11111611 boz wearing hie !ether's cl othes . Thie would apply 
in reTerae, if Be.mil t on wrote Brooke, of COIU'lle, bin oobody 
would dl!ir e think of that, 

S ,F , Jones does g1 ve some ( grudgillg, it so ems t o ma) 
P""iae t o E .s ,B, f or bis work in th e "B .L. " Bild menti ons 
the "brilllent" Ezra Quirk e 11eries . i:Tall, that is eaoe 
thin8 bended down t o us B .L, f ens fro m the l ofty Hroniltonia, 
perch and I supp os e we !JUSt be t hankful. f or smel l mercies-

As a l over of both E.S . B, end C.H. may I e.sk a littl e 
more in dulgence end f oirn ese in debe tee et c. on the merits 
or demeri t s of the two writers, o little l ess dogmat ism , 
i f you will, fro m llomilt on fans. 

~ own opini on is the.t BOrH writers in their own 
- l"Pbertt-were--great--,----tbM - 11be:y---hotb- entbrel-l-ed =---bo;rll ,----

and that in en ins ane w~rld we can still re ed e.nd re-reed 
ege in the a,q,l oits of the boys cf Greyfriers, St . Jims , 
Rook.wood and St. FRAllllS . 

UP.GENTLY WI.Nl'ED, 118gnat11, 1142, 1145, 1149, 1153 ,1154, 
1161-64 , 1175 , 1184, 1197, 1198 , 1201, 1202, 1212, 1221, 
1223, 1225 -nd 0 0 1:10 earli er numbers, 
Rcgur Jenkins, "Stret hmore , '1'.own Hell Roed, Havant , 
B;:ints. 
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LET T EB BOX 

Bali Batiom, 
18th June, 1952. 

Dear Kr, Leckenb7, 
Your reedera might be intereeted to learn that during 

th e 6\llllller monthe, it ha8 b een neceeear,r for ue to curtail 
our TOK MD!RJ aeries from two a month down t o one a 1110nth. 
It wee s step which we were 111011t reluctant t o tske, but we.e 
oc ce.ai oned '117 the aee.eone.l drop in eele11. Provided that 
th e demand is th ere in the Autumn, we s ha ll be happy to 
revert back t o two issues per month. 

Dear )Ir, Editor, 

Yours faithfully, 
f or HAMII.lrON & CO (91'.IFF<IID )Ill'l • 

H. ASSAEL, 
Director. 

J ustice for a Veteran 
} !*>ntgomer.r Drive , 

Sheffield 7, 
June let, 1952. 

ReferriDg to peregreph four of the article ''That 
Enduring Magic" publi shed in the C.D. :.nnue .l for 1951, 
~ey I point out that a lth ough Gunb7 HBdath may have been 
congratulated as r ecently as 1945 for hi s originB lity in 
introducing a ee cond a..-y schoo l boy into a public school, 
his original serial st ory on this theme app e ar ed in 
"The Captain" for 1912, tlhe title "Conqu ering Claybury'', 
lat er published in b ook f orm as "Sch oolboy Grit", 

Yours truly , 
ImNARD )(. AllEN. 

(Note: Qmby Hade.th, author of moey fine school ye.ma, ie 
now over eig hty and, unfortunately, in a very f ee ble 
state of health, - H.L . ) 

~ · Nelson Lees, Union Jacks, s.o. Libraries. 
WANTED: Lees ( old series) , Chwne, c omics . 
L. J,I, hllen, } Xontgomer,y Driv e, Sheffie l d 7 . 



Requ eet for a 

Dear Jlr. FAitor, 

new "llogne t " 
Tho Modern School, 

Surbiton. 
11th .rune 1952 • 

rt iB intereeti.Dg to note llr. Down's opinion tb&t the 
1111gnet will never r e-appear, - and tha t :Bill:, Bunt&r will 
nffer coa e beck . But auroly Bunt er has ccae back. At arr:, 
rete, Dentall'e of King&ton seem to be doing a roaring tred& 

with yellow - jacketed books wtdch feature & charac t er of th111 

nlllll8, whom they describ e 88 t he world ' s gr ea te s t achoi'>lbcy 

character. 
Mr. Down° s view with re!J8rd t o the "!dagnot " me;y, 

unf ortunately, prov e to be ri8ht . There is, I bolieve , an 
umrr1 tten law in the publishing trad e , that s paper whic h 
fails to appear wi !'lou t pr evious not!ce of il s AUSpnnsi on, 
ehall never app ear again. But th e circ=tences under 'llhic 

t he 11J.1agnet" passed awe.y were a 11 ttle unusual, and I cannot 
help thinldng that, were it not fer the paper difficult)', 

the ~ied Presa might be tompted to caeh in on the 
Bunte r demand, and t%'7 th eir luck. 

The advertisemen t s argument is not, I think arr:, r oal 
reae on fo r not publishing a bo.rs• paper, th oug h it probably 
~arries wei6bt during a paper shortage . 

I cannct l,e l ieve tha t tho day of the sch ool story i s 
past , es Mr. D=- .s suec;c st s . Thcso things go in cycl es , a""1 

it seGlllS to mo tha t th o ear ly years cf thi s cen tury saw • 

surfci t of st ory papers of th e e:xtravagont adventure typo . 
Evon tha Gem published adventure st ories for a vary sh ort 

-time , in it. e&rly--4&¥11. 
Boye today ar e mentsll:, laq. In school they lik e tel 

vision , radi o, handworlt, end P .T. , rather than real loBScns 

It• a the op irit of th e age. They would rat her look lazi ly 
ovor a periodical t elling a st or;r in pictures than r oad a bo 
But I frm.cy they woul d lik e to ge t hold of a good periodical 

of the )legnet typ " 1f thoy could . At arr:, rat o , wo st ock the 
Tcm l(erry b ooks in our school tuck-ahop, and wo have sold 
hundre ds since they firs t sppeerod,- sn1 at 1/6 a time. Lo 

the tw,,lgameted Preea m<periment w1 th the )legn ot for e month 

~ tw~-j~n/h o iejf~ shcf.~ }:i!~~{"':1°~c\1~: 1f 



10, Enr wen. 
ll!£!: ROllN D TABLE) Rhiwbina. 

Card i ff . 

Very many thanks to al.l those ,'lho have m-itten t o 
me during the past month. Your l et ters have been most 
int eresting and certainly enoouragl.ng. ,J.thouS,, 'l'le 
may differ as rel!)'U"ds our opinions of vari ou s authora cl: 
artists in the make field, ..,., all seE111 to t hink the 
same about the main character and almo ..t 'l'tithout a si :tgle 
encep t i on "" agree that t he Bla ke of the presen t i s but 
a s hado w o f t h e Blake of the pa :rt. Nevortheless , no,r 
o.nd the n ,.., catch 11 glimp se of the Blake of old in the 
modern sto ri es and men '!70 do it makos all th o diff erence 
to our enjoymmt of th o :rt ory conc erned and also in our 
vi o,1 of the present day s.n .L. But it is the policy or 
tho 'R otmd Tnblo' t o lat r oodor s hav e t ho ir ottt sny -so 
and a ccordingly I will quote !rem recant lottors. 

Firstly anothe r ""1 come l ottor i'rom Vora Cont es . 
iilo r anork a th at ah o could not find a voting slip ro the 
rot um o f tho s.n. L. rO"ri o'17s, in tho l a ..t nunb or~ No, 
I nm sorry a bout that Vera, t horo w,s an unf ortunat e slip 
up on tiy part and perhaps it v.tis just a s woll, ror I 
int ended to include a voting form mioh could b av o boon 
cut from t ha t i osuo and artorwrds il orbort informed mo 
that not many roadors TIOuld lik o to do this. You will 



9 cc ,"1ct I havo dono about this on another pngo . I misjrt 

cdd bore th a t thoro is no nood for thoso 1'10 hnvo c.lroad y 

givon their vious on tho quostion of S. B.L. r evi e ,r8 to 

r opoat them in tho lllllllnor I suggost . Up to ll0\'1 I think 

th o majority vot e FOl\ thon, but c or o o f this lator . lihou@I 

to 00 y that Uiss Coates i s on tho sido of thoso ,ho think 

they should r eturn to oi.r pngos . I am doligjltod to kno" 

that sho t1C.nagod t o got n sot of tho 'lir . Ldst ' sori os 

uninly duo to tho insertion of hor l a st lottor in thooo 

pogos. I hopo oor o of thi s sort of thing ui.11 hC'.p:,on in 

t.>io Muro . Vern goes on to SD.YI 'I don't koo":7 if I lllll 

tho onl y ono , but I havo onj oyod t ho tr.c c:!rront S. il . Ls 

•rnio ~ n :tram Sp:ic o" nnd 1'1'11.0 !i:ouso on tho Hivor " vory 

much indocd , thoy socmod moro int urosting and tht. l :itter 

soCl!lod mor o li.ko the story O.,yn :Wans ,10uld have r ritton. 

:lcc,ding it ranind od mo of bin o ntinu:.!ly, end str:,.nge to 

rol nto I hcvo borro r,cd somo oarly C. Ds an d cc.oo ::.cross 

tho arti cl o "J ohn DrlmlOnd" by John Cocher J nr pubLs: od 

in 1947 ,·.hicb CD nt ::.inod th e ,.ords --- Ho had , f ree tllo 

start, a distinctive style ,mich often ra:iinds mo of tho 

l ::.to lrcontod 0.-,yn l.'v--..ns -- that i s str ::.ngo to ce , but I 

feel thoro must bo soco rosaoblanco " " I had no ido n any 

one olso thought sbout it c.lso. :Wery success to tho 

Rou.'ld T::.ble'. Th:ink you vor y cw:h 1/cr:i , IYO hopo to ho:,1 

troc you :,.g::iin s oon • 
.toxt D. lotter fr om our old fri ond , /ilfi'ed lr.rr. in, 

oncl os ing another crti cl o (very ,.10lconc 7ilf} entitled 

·~, e Ln st l\!Jl s of th o Union J .. ck' . Alth oulJll t his littlo 

.:-rliclo is on the ~'.DO li..,os ne sauc •» h:-.vo printed very 

roco.'ltly it hes :i difforunt t ouch cbout it and I cJU s1:ro 

c.J.l ro =.dors ,:d.ll fi.'1d it int orG-eting bhon 1:t "!)pc::.rs in 

t ho ncc r futur e . ·,1ilf sc:ys ho "'1s r ocontly como nc r o se 

tl J>Clj)Cll' lx\ckod novol cnti'.l cd • F.i.vo in Fo::1r' by tho l :.to 

G~ H. Tood. I t i s obvi ously c r eprint of sooo sort ::nd 

ho -:-:i:t>os to Imo·= if anyon o c<:n tell him :.:iything cbout 

it ::,nd ,h oth or it has any co:i:ioctione ::'1th illn.l:o . t.s 1':,r 

c.s I :,m eoncornod it r cthor stri kes ::i chord , but so:.rch 

~-• I m:.y cooagst i,y colloction I c::,.-i.~t di scover anytlti.ag , 

yot it r c,t:ic,r sews t o co t h'-'t it is n r opri.'lt J f " p:.st 

3lck o :rtory . c ·.n .:..-.;·, no oleo help h oro . If ·.lilt oould 



givo us a l itt l o mor o dot nil o f tho n ovol i t migllt bo of 

holp. Tho first p t1r agrap h oo uld g;l.vo ::,cluo porh apel 

Wilt s,;,os on a 'Ji/ m s roe.din g a book of crim o st orios o. 
sho rt ti.mo n go, oditod by Dorothy L~ Sc.yore . I n t ho 
introducti on st o had quito::, f or, intorosting 0 ~ 0 

to 
mako about So.xton Blalco ::u,.d tho Blalco outho r.. Sho think 

tho sto rioo aro vary u ol l ,,ri tten uith a:,od '!)lots. I'm 
no t eo suro thnt dlo know ro.aJco oe wal l t\ eh mok ut 

thougll: for sh ~ drops a brick by cc,l lin.~ P~o \ ~1~ga. 
I 11 ocy l!:1.ss . Say or s dropp ed '\. •brick ot cou r s o 

tho ,·.ords mi ght h av o b oon ,rltai "" • 
:itori oo o f t ho pa st, a n d it QJ>~ ·.it h out ro for on co to th ., 

bo r oforring to th o ol dc,r tw _ _ ,oc.r s to mo t ha t :n o t1u st 

th o current sorios . <.:,po o f Blake story r ather th an 

A mott irrt or oating l atter from n n owcoc or , llo i l .;. 

Gourley of \'ihitloy Boy. I r.iuat t ha nk you a inc or oly lo r 

your in t or o st llr~ Gourlo.y, or cho uld I s:q ' Holl '. I 

think yo ur lottor dosorvo a printing in full. eo h ero g >oo1 

'!Jy intoroat 1n t ho old Boy• p)lp ar a of t h o past , 
of my youth in tho l r.tor 't hirtie s, = • reviy od by t h , n oti 

Tor, llo rTY bo ok s. A oopy or tho c . D. COJJO into l!zy" hci 1ds 

and mado oo docid o to j oin t h o O. B. B. c . Ho,,c vo r, on 

roc.ding your S. B. s ecti on I found r:r.y l utlllllt f a scinoticm 

for th o f:icouB dot octi v o ,;n s arouse d, in n ddi ti. on to th o 

m rk of c;;,c.rl o a Ha.i i l t on . I ha v e al'Ct\Y s r ou ott od th ::,t 

t.>io on ly p r os orrt dny S. B. n dvmtur ca u ro t hoao i n tho s •. J. 

L . Sin ce t ho \/OT I hc:vo tri od odd i ssu oc of t hi s but t !, o 

cll:.ro.ct or s oa:iod but a glw at of h i s old solf . It h a s bo ,n 

9£'.id of mo1<0 ' s 11:nmous contanp ornry t ha t alt hougll Holmoa 

surv i ved tle torri ble dual ,r.i.th Dr . Uori.=ity ho =• n o vor 

qui.to tho S'.lJ:lO c:in ni'toT-ttll" d.. In tho =o c unnor it OQll 

b o 9Clid that a ltho ugll Bl ako liTod on in =o through t ho 

soc o nd \7orld Viar , ho cll od in ~tilt in 1939 . ia,,t ia 

m-ong vi. th tho pr o ..t storio9' The y o ro so ordi.no.ry 

h~ Thay a ro ,mtton in on un:l.nspt:r in g sty l e , a boiit 

ordinary poopl o~ '\'lhatovor ol eo oigllt ho v o bo on sn id of 

tho old stori e s at l on at th o ch:, roctora could novor bo 

cc.ll o d ordinory; How thin eoa:, th o pr o sont da y plo t a. 
tlo Plu:nor , Ryao r, Yvonne , Zenith , ';'Tal.do, or any · of t h o 
othe r intr iguing f oa:ion c,g:,inct d1oc l3l ako could p it hio 



td.to . l.ioroov or tho crim.lXllo aro eo potty. Wh:lt is o. 

uoro o urd oror or r.nndlar couparod ,,:1. th Dr. Satira ,i io 

could hol d c.11 Engl and to ran30D l l lov uoolc s OOtJa o. ooro 

uurdor for rovcngo ooDparod to o. dr oodod ll>in o so Tons 

"'1o a ro proparod to cnrvo up h!'.lf tho popul ati on ot 
London with th oir kniv os l !lo, Bl.alt o is not th o eciio 

o:in in 1952 o.s ho m s in 1932. I f:i noy th o cau so of tho 

cloclino is th o :itta:,pt to oubduo th o so call od oon&:1tionQ · 

:ili!ll of th o old days en d to convort Bl.ako into 11 critJinal 

invosti gntor of th o Horculo Poi rot or .talory Quo<11 typo. 

It ,till n ot succood l As i.:r. ~ S~ Turn er p oiDt od o ut in 

his bcot "&ya !7111 Bo Boys" , Soxton Bla.ko i s not a o ust or 

of doduction l i.ko Holo os. l'llat "" ,mnt fro o BJ..oto is 

action and crioo of th o gr on d s colo. A Bl.oleo p lo t no od • 

:i touch o f th o bharro , lil:o t ho l ato ~ H. Tood or G,qn 

l}ei ns could su:, :,ly , Our f awurit o dotoctivo has w r o in 

ootn>n 171th th o lo.to 18th contury Gothic ..torios ot !,inrio 

i)lg C\lOrth :in d Hcrncc Wo.lpol o, thun dth o. oodom Crioo 

Club novol. CooJ,oro the titlod os a oodorn l!l.ato s . B.L . 

nov ol rtith sooo of tho old titl o s. A story Cllll od 

•5ecrat of th o CM-stator" or "llurdor of on .t. R,P . '..brdon" 

doos not catch CIY fccg:lnation lit o th o titlo you quotod 

in your a rticl e ''1110 mato Abbot of Chong Tu"; I hari 

not r oa d th o atory, but just r eading tho titlo °' Jcos co 

tingl o "1th an ant ici p :iti on ,.hi c:h tho titl e o f a co d.am 

1952 st ory co ul d n cvur nro u so . Unhappily I h.No o. f o clin 

th at th o old dey s aro 13Pno. for ovor, und I ho.vo u ouupic ion 

thnt i t o. s tory ,!I.th r. ti tl o cs c bovo ,ror o sub:!i tt od t o 

th o curr CJTt oditor i t .<>ul d bo turn od dom as "to o sonsa t

ioml "• Our only hope of r ea ding s u:h yarn s :i;;>pOC'.r s to 

bo throuep bock nuobor o of tie do.y s ri ion BJ.ot o roo.lly 

iiiclit's a:wtlitng i:roro-thmro.~ s'irip-tn-"Knooko\rl; " 

to t.'lo youth. I h ::ivo Tirltt on quito 11 lo t but I hopo you 

11ro 1.nt orotod in honring f rt,c yot nnothor p orson ,mo r ocalls 

th o ol d do,ys of Bl.nice. Thunk you ll81lin for Bl :ild.ano.. I I 
ln vo to s<Deday' got a copy o f '".nlo Bl :.ct Abbot" and try 

to ro cnptur e oca othing of tho old thrill of r oc:ding an 

S.B. story. • 
11,at :i t on i c th :,t lottor tr oc Noil is. !.lay h o ,.rito 

in ofton and t o sroat l ongth . I co ur.iting you in tho 



JIOOX' tuturo and vill g!.vo you tullor dotnil.e of tho t r.ao•1 
:91ncl: Abbcrt story• . 

8or?T I still o:,.nnat g!.vo roodore any nous of tho 
)aet-aooting of the Sexton ·JD.al:o C1rolo. J:vidontly tho .~.} 
;tound<r no:ibcrs how oith o:iigrntod or ahiit up shop tor 
tho 11\Alor soa-\ 

Choorio tor nov. 
H, IMWCi BQUD. 

s.s.L. REVIEWS. 1JUl. all roadore 1ot no know it tho:, 
u,.nt tlroso to retum. 8oDd n postocrd to tho RoUlld Tnbl 
Qddroe.. 11::iric it 1KB ar NO nnd add tho wrde S.B.L. 
l\ffl OlJ!• And don t .torset YOUR ngco and 9ddr911.: H.l!,lk 
TAHSIH9 or BLAKJF bJ: <lrphpm Dny1e1e nteoo•aa:, or tho SBl'j·. 

I nust nako U cl~ nt tho outeoli -tho.t I oan lo,y 
m cl.om to bo i ncludod aoonget th o so Dlal<o onthuaiash 
'l'ho oro also Blake oruditos. M:, knoul.odgo of tho Un:l , 
tn,a Dti;or ~ocrt; doc s not oxtond tnrthor baal: thon 1929, 
& I 11t1. voll o'<lllro that I a mTod on tho Blntim sooae lon 
Qf'tor s,ao ot tho grontost 'bnttloe hod boc tbui#tt tad "° 
!lJ1Cl after soce ot tho !D1:10ue, and int1D>u .. ohcrnator!J 
depart~ Indo od, it tt>e not until qui.ta rooent :,oars 
th:,t I loarnod tho tull. taoh about tho aon atroue and in
tornal. Crininals C.,ntoderntion, ngiinet •• s1Dist81" · 
l oaders B1a1<e had b o<m oJlgllgod 1n doa dly; and rol.ontloee 
mo as ta r back, I boliavo , aa 1 912. Nor agnin m a I d, 
to discovor, until roocmtly, tho ta ots of .that unusunl. 
mthor unproaOJlontod period ot Blalo ' 8 cnroor r"1on ho was 
throun by Tut o into CQntliot ui th tho unt orgotcb1.o Yvohno 
Cnrtior, m ooo tru o t ool.ings tomrde Rl.ako (and Blol:o' • 

-to- mrd e-h~o-ul.~mat-ol.7-on d-ot wm:1.-l~ ~ 
H~ Tood · :l.n llo . l of tho S.S.~ Library~ I 11t1. norol.y a. 
Blake lOTorJ n lOTOr ot n chrraotor 1n Jtngl.hb tiotion uh:> 
al thous,i priDnrl.l.:, or ootod tor boys, th:ro~ 8otl o nng:l.o o 
his por sonnlity, n21d ind ood ot the porocnol.itioe ·ot hie 
1no~1>lo as-1.atoe, Tinkor, Inspootor Coiitte, Mr~ JJn 
dell and tho reot, hae ,on ond lcopt o:r ott'oot1on ovon tho 
th.- boy hoe long sinoo bocn loft bohind, lon'fing n ro'ther 
eourod lllid soodJ' ·octul.t ill his pl.Mo ; ;;., diaooyory of thJ 
s. B.L. and -the -u_-.r; ot tho ogo ot 11 1n 1929, ottOO'lod ce 



. ..., 
in tho sQPO 'aJJ' ne tho cliaeovory .ot .klerica oust bavo ·~t
~oc! Colc:abu in 1492• (Or me it Vell)uooi? 1:- ncwor 

1a:1~a ttollf.t th oro first.) -.,,,t •• ·tbia S.B.L? Hov· 
ong _ on 'on tho 91'? . Al>d, .vbo wri all tho .. 

authors ond bow i:la",J ot them wore thoret Overnight, r • 
- not 1:1orol7 a BJ.alee .sthusian, 'but a Toed-Sltone-»rana 
~Qaostor enthueiaat,IIDCI last blllt no DOoDa lonst, an ' 
"Tio a. Pnrkor tlltlltullbat too. J'or, 1n rotNapeot, I 
that it QUI not onl7 Blako'e poraoaalitr & cbaraohr ibat 
_.. ao likoablo,but, at the lllllle Uae, that Tood, iluffa,y, 
11:mn, & thoir oollo:i&nH ouf/t too han boen .ace ot . ~ 
but' tollo• 9ne could «tr have llldlJ after all, it talc•• i,; 
910d tollo,r to -..rito about a 91od follow. AJld I m:i ilot to ' 
getting,ot ooir-eo, that Blake 1• nf.11 tho 9>od tollov 'nov 
that ho 1111• 1D -those cln7•.• ~-', lad, but not lean, 
tbore •• tho aw-• bend of lilrio Pad:er to oron'h bQtoro .'l!IY 
4170• the omot & porteat pid; uro of the Baker st. ~ 
ologl.n,J...i llB I bed ooncoind of ldi:a in qr 'mnd. I boli 
it is hordl7 possible to OToroatia,sw tho ~ortnno• of ~ 
Pa.tbr' • ·4Mt~ A indirlduo,l ari1*'7 n• a opJTttibuting 1 
tnotor to tho tme & popularity t1blah, Blake 8QJ07ed .ir- l 
'about 1929 cm-4 .. Not that he d14 1IOt on.for sullla ts:ie to !. 
mll, r-• p"'1.oual.7. But Al"thUI' Jonea Allltho rest wore 
not ~ Blake art18t.e, tbilst Pndcer ia tho m Blllke 
o.rti.t;1 · Blld a, incidontall7, OQII bv those ohhndng 
horoino1 of BJ.e.lcion ndvent\ll'o coro attn.otivnl7 tlio ho? 

. To bo oonclude4. , . -~---------- ... ------------------------
lJ1 tho fortb4.0t$1g AUGUSl' nu:iber ot ' tho c~ n. t10 hnpo to 
inoliide ~ollow1ngs 

1. 'l'aUins Ot Blako ( oonol.ueioa) 

• • 
3~ 'l'h• J,net. !ln7• ot th• u.1. 18' 'IUtr-4 ~ 
4- 'l'he Round Table. •(vith •- 11n rONlatioul) 

.Jpologioe are ortared to <hlnm ni'lioe ~r not boing nlile 
' to tonture all ~a intoroeting nnicile 1D ono nmbor .ad 
to lill,ter Webb fbr not boing nblo to llloludo hie llS»irl 

ot BJ.ate in the ldr nrdinn lilra at all. I truet the7 ,All 
una.z,atGnd tho;t \'10 htmt to atri,U7 li1Jit nmbor ot pago.,; 


